OLD CHESTERTON RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

Minutes of a Committee Meeting held on Tuesday, 2nd December 2014 

1. Present and Apologies
Clive Brown, Michael Bond, Lisa Buchholz, Balan Sisupalan, Peter Pope and Ian Manning. Apologies were received from Des Bradley, Peter Sarris, Klaas Brumann, Sue Webster and Chris Dommett.

2. Minutes

The minutes of the meeting held on the 29th September were approved as a correct record.

3. Matters Arising

Balan raised concerns about Fen Road, and also the 20 mph restriction which he considered gave rise to increased risks of pollution.
4. Finance
Michael Bond thought that the criteria for Local Area grants might be less restrictive than for the city-wide grants.  Applications need to be made in January, and it may be worth OCRA applying for a grant for meeting and publicity expenses.

5. Northern Fringe East

The issues and options paper is open for consultation.  It was agreed that one point which would be made on behalf of OCRA is that the area should be extended to cover Chesterton Fen and the approach to the proposed new bridge.  Michael, Clive and Lisa will collaborate on a response on behalf of OCRA.  Individual members are encouraged to comment as well.

6. Cambridgeshire Acre HLF Bid
There is a proposed bid being sponsored by Cambridgeshire Acre for a Heritage Lottery Fund grant for the Cam catchment and river corridor.  Michael Bond attended an initial workshop.  There had been a presentation by Mark Nokkert on a similar grant obtained for the Ouse Washes explaining the process.  It had taken them from 2010 until the present to get grant funding agreed.  The idea is to get a Landscape Partnership Scheme with support from everyone/every agency with an interest and to seek funding for that.  The area covered is large – approximately 200 square kilometres and there will be some local projects and some larger ones.  It is being co-ordinated by Geoff Brighty, formerly of the Environment Agency and a former Cam Conservator.

7. City Deal

Michael Bond will be attending the stakeholders meeting on the 10th December and will report back after that.

8. Local Plan

The Inspector has been going through the preliminary stages with the developers telling her why she should agree to their proposals.  The green belt comes under the spotlight early in the New Year.

9. Other Planning and Development Issues

There were no planning applications requiring discussion.

10. New Station

Michael reported on recent Liaison Forum meetings.  There is a proposal for a new path through the southern side – a path that will go to the right towards the new station.  There is no proposal for a track through the middle of the LNR.

11. Chesterton – Abbey Bridge

There is a further consultation with “stakeholders” and a meeting on 9th December which Michael, Lisa and Clive would be attending.  Arguments were put forward that the bridge should be integrated in the Northern Fringe East plan and, before the bridge itself was planned, there should be concentration on the route and what it is supposed to serve.  Ian Manning said that he was willing to discuss these contentions with Michael, Clive and Lisa without accepting that there was any validity in them.

12. Green Dragon Bridge
Ian said that a meeting was being arranged between officers and some councillors.  Officers are being asked to look into commissioning a study of the conflicts which take place on the bridge and approaches.

13. Fen Road Improvements
Ian said that consultation had led to the conclusion that the length of the road should be improved by replacing the existing speed bumps with a new design of bumps and bollards around the bumps to make sure people do not drive round them.  Ian said that they were planning to carry out tests to see whether the proposed new style speed bumps work properly.

14. St Andrew’s Hall
Michael reported that the building work is due to be completed on the 20th February.

15. Friends of Stourbridge Common

There was nothing to report.

16. Dates of Further Meetings

Clive will arrange dates of meetings for 2015 and will circulate them.
